Here are some sample ideas for opening a Study Circle. These are intended to be very brief and not take time away from the curriculum. These readings give your participants a chance to shift gears and settle in. 


“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's the only thing that ever does.” 
-- Margaret Mead 

______________ 

“The rise and fall of a nation rests with every one of its citizens.” 
-- Chinese proverb 

______________ 

“Healthy citizens are the greatest asset that any country can have.” 
-- Winston Churchill 

______________ 

“The Constitution does not provide for first and second-class citizens.” 
-- Wendell Willkie 

______________ 

"The moral test of a government is how that government treats those who are at the dawn of life -- the children; the twilight of life -- the elderly; the shadows of life -- the sick, the needy, the handicapped." 
-- Vice President Hubert H. Humphrey, 1977 

______________ 

Commitment 

"People say, what is the sense of our small effort. They cannot see that we must lay one brick at a time, take one step at a time. A pebble cast into a pond causes ripples that spread in all directions. Each one of our thoughts, words, and deeds is like that. No one has a right to sit down and feel hopeless. There is too much work to do." 
-- Dorothy Day 

______________ 

Drop a Pebble 

Drop a pebble in the water: just a splash, and it is gone; 
But there's half-a-hundred ripples circling on and on and on. 
Spreading, spreading from the center, flowing on out to the sea. 
And there is no way of telling where the end is going to be. 

Drop a pebble in the water: in a minute you forget, 
But there's little waves a-flowing, and there's ripples circling yet, 
And those little waves a-flowing to a great big wave have grown; 
You've disturbed a mighty river just by dropping in a stone. 

From Drop a Pebble by James W. Foley, found at http://www.poofcat.com/
